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“CULTURE AND HISTORY IN LANGUAGE: The Italian Cultural Patrimony” 

1. MISSION STATEMENT 

In an increasingly interdependent world, teachers, school administrators, and curriculum supervisors must cooperate in preparing students for world citizenship.  
The ability to communicate in languages other than English is an important component of a global perspective.  Fostering that ability is the special responsibility of 
world language teachers.  Communication skills in a language other than English provide direct access to the minds and spirits of the peoples of the world.  The 
World Language Department of Parsippany-Troy Hills believes that second language proficiency is an important component in the education of today’s students as 
they prepare for a productive and rewarding life.  It is the ability to communicate in meaningful and appropriate ways with users of other languages that is the 
ultimate goal of today’s world language classroom. 
In addition to the practical application of communication skills, the benefits derived from the study of a second language are many and contribute to the attainment 
of our goals for elementary and secondary education by: 

• Fostering a sense of humanity and friendship 
• Increasing a student’s adaptability to different environments and modes of acting and thinking 
• Furnishings the key to thinking patterns, cultures, and social institutions of other peoples 
• Giving insights into the human mind and language itself 
• Preparing students for a world in which nations and peoples will be increasingly interdependent 
• Developing skills and habits that are inherent in the learning process and that result in creative inquiry and critical thinking 
• Helping students to be empathetic by increasing their sensitivity to and understanding of the language, values, customs, and traditions of others 

and by leading them to discover and examine their own personal values 
• Providing insights into our value system and an appreciation of our civic duties and responsibilities 
• Being and additional asset to professional advancement 

 
This course was revised with particular attention to the implementation of current Core Curriculum Content Standards for World Languages and guidelines for 
teaching Advanced Placement courses as set forth by The College Board. 

 

 

R A T I O N A L E  

The World Language Program of Parsippany-Troy Hills is a sequential K-12 grade program that is based upon specific proficiencies that identified as a result of a 
national movement, which, in turn became the basis for the Proficiencies and Standards agreed upon by the State of New Jersey.  It is to be noted, however, that 
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these proficiencies should not be thought of as accomplishments of distinct points of grammar or vocabulary, but as tasks that the student can do in the language.  
These tasks, in turn, become the foundation upon which we based our scope and sequences of instruction.  The assessment criteria used by the instructors, 
however, are not viewed as hierarchical.  The same topic can usually be explored at virtually any level of proficiency in a spiraling fashion.  For example the topic 
of “the family” can be discussed differently at various levels of proficiencies.  Beginning students might be able to enumerate the members of their families but  
say very little else about them.  In the next plateau the student might give a brief description of family members or mention some of their activities or interests, 
whereas speakers at an even higher level can talk about their family members in detail, recount events that the family shared together, or talk about future plans.  
At an even more advanced level, more abstract topics such as societal forces that threaten family life, the issues surrounding family planning, or the role of the 
family in the target language might be discussed.  Thus, the depth and breadth of the discussion and the precision and sophistication with which it is handled, will 
differ from one level of proficiency to the next.  We are indebted to The American Council of the Teaching of Foreign Languages as well as the creators of the 
government’s Language Skill Level Descriptions and finally the State of New Jersey Proficiencies and Standards for providing us with their constantly updated 
criteria, upon which we have based our expectations. 
 
Students may begin their study of Italian in sixth grade or ninth grade and may continue through grade 12.  A student may choose to select another language to 
study at two entry points:  sixth grade and ninth.  The length of study is determined by student interest, career choices, high school graduation, college entrance 
requirements and achieved proficiency.  Proficiencies based on performance in the target language rather than on years of study.  A student’s proficiency level is 
based on the established criteria of the American Council of the Teaching of Foreign Language (ACTFL).  The goal for the students in level 3 is to achieve the 
intermediate level of proficiency to the New Jersey Standards. 
 
By the time students enter the Level V class, they should be able to communicate about everyday life, their own lives and their personal experiences.  They should 
be able to defend themselves in situations where they cannot rely on English to help them solve basic, problems, i.e., buying food or clothes; going to the bank; 
taking public transportation, etc.  
 
It is important to note that the Advanced Placement curriculum demands what is known as a ‘Vertical Teams’ approach.  This means that preparation for the exam 
begins when the student enters the Italian program at the high school level.  Each level builds upon what was taught in previous years.   
 
Students who have been studying Italian since the sixth grade have often chosen Italian because of its importance to the study of the humanities and western 
culture.   Many of our Italian students are musicians, visual artists, film aficionados, others are interested in world history and archeology and architecture.  In 
Level IV Honors, which should be considered a pre-AP course, students study Italian culture by time period, beginning with the ancient Romans and ending with 
World War I.   They will be exposed to the works of Dante, Petrarch, Boccaccio, Machiavelli. Lorenzo Dei Medici; Galileo and Pirandello.  They will study 
Vivaldi, Verdi and Puccini.  They should be able to identify the artwork of Donatello, Leonardo Da Vinci, Botticelli, Michelangelo and Caravaggio.  Each time 
period is showcased by the city where it became most famous; for example, Florence and the study of the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, Milano and the study 
of music, Venice and the study of theater, etc.  At this level students will begin using the subjunctive and hypothetical registers and will complete their study of 
grammar.   
 
In Advanced Placement Italian—Level V AP, Students will build upon their work in Level IV Honors and expand it to include issues regarding Italy in the 20th 
and 21st centuries.  The cultural overview is made current by the use of dialogues and scenarios based on people in the present enjoying visits to museums, opera 
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houses, concerts, university classes, etc., much as a tourist or a student who is studying abroad would who is visiting the highlights of Italy.  They will have 
extensive practice in listening, reading, writing and they will come to understand Italian well enough to work with original and authentic texts.  They will read and 
discuss essays by the cultural humorist, Beppe Severgnini; the famous and controversial journalist, Oriana Fallaci, The actor/director and lecturer, Roberto 
Begnini.  They will watch excerpts from Italian and American films with Italian themes in order to compare and contrast stereotypes. Students will study the 
relationship between the American and Italian cultures by studying these stereotypes and by understanding the economic and historical impetus for the great 
migration of Italians to the United States.  They will come to an understanding of what life for young people in Italy is like through a study of the Italian 
educational system; films and popular music. 
 
This course will encourage students to continue their study of Italian in college.  Some of these students will continue world language study at the university level 
beyond the entry-level classes.  If they choose to study other languages, their work in Italian, because it is the closest modern language to Latin, will allow them to 
easily acquire other romance languages and their background in Italian culture will give them a firm foundation in any of the Humanities.  Their study of Italian 
will also enhance their knowledge of the English lexicon and the origins of English words used at an academic level.  
 
The focus of this course will be to prepare students to take the Italian Language and Culture Advanced Placement Exam and score high enough to receive college 
credit for their work.  In order to prepare themselves for this challenging exam, they will have to perfect their grammar.  They will have to learn reading strategies 
that will help them to attack and understand authentic and current articles available in the Italian press; they will learn specialized vocabulary in context in order to 
be able to read, write and answer questions on a variety of subjects.  After the exam, students will have to prepare a final research project on an approved topic 
which will showcase their reading, writing, listening and speaking skills.  Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. 
Benchmark assessments for students in grades 9 through 12 are administered in the form of a midterm and final exam for full year courses. 
*Special Note: Only final exams are administered at the end of quarter courses and semester courses.  
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G E N E R A L  GO A L S  

The students will:   
 
Prepare to take the Advanced Placement Exam in Italian Language and Culture and achieve a score of Three, Four or Five, which represent the average, above 
average and excellent ratings for first-year college students taking an equivalent course of study at the college or university level;  
 
Review and perfect their ability to read, write and, most importantly, to comfortably converse in Italian at the level of a first-year college student studying Italian in 
an American college or university; 
 
Become knowledgeable about the history of Italy and its rich contribution to western culture.  They will study the history of Italy, concentrating on the prominent 
cities associated with each time period;  
  
Read reviews, appreciate museums, understand the importance of culture to the Italian economy and society and the importance of the Italian cultural patrimony to 
the rest of the world; plan itineraries, recount narratives; appreciate Italian literature from the Dante to present-day writers, etc.; 
 
Write 200-word essays in a timed situation without a dictionary; 
 
Write a 150-word essay on a cultural topic in a timed situation without the aid of a dictionary; 
 
Master all verb tenses of regular verbs by recognizing patterns of conjugation and become familiar with patterns governing irregular verbs;  
 
Master the basic patterns of Italian grammar; 
 
Acquire a college-level vocabulary in a variety of topics and situations; 
 
Listen to an academic lecture, take notes and answer questions about what they have heard; 
 
Construct oral narratives from a picture prompt; 
 
Answer verbally a series of short, rapid-fire questions on a specific topic; 
 
Read academic texts on a college level without difficulty and without the aid of a dictionary; 
 
Summarize texts they have read.  
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T h e  c o u r s e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  u s e  a c t u a l  a n d  a u t h e n t i c  t e x t s  v i a  t h e  I n t e r n e t .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  
t a k e  a  t r i p  t o  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  M e t r o p o l i t a n  M u s e u m  i n  D e c e m b e r  t o  s u r v e y  I t a l i a n  a r t  f r o m  t h e  R o m a n s  t o  t h e  
R e n a i s s a n c e .   S t u d e n t s  w i l l  i n t e r a c t  w i th  t h e  I t a l i a n  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  N e w  J e r s e y  b y  a t t e n d i n g  c u l t u r a l  
e v e n t s  s p o n s o r e d  b y  I T A N J  ( I t a l i a n  T e a c h e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  N e w  J e r s e y )  a n d  t h e  N e w  J e r s e y  S t a t e  I t a l i a n - A m e r i c a n  
H e r i t a g e  C o m m i s s i o n .   S t u d e n t s  w i l l  t a k e  a  t r i p  t o  E l l i s  I s l a n d  t o  s t u d y  t h e  m ig r a t i o n  o f  I t a l i a n s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s .   S t u d e n t s  w i l l  a t t e n d  e v e n t s  f o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  a t  R u t g e r s  a n d  M o n t c l a i r  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t i e s .   S t u d e n t s  
w i l l  w a t c h  f i l m s  a n d  f i l m  c l i p s  o n  t o p i c s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e y  s t u d y  o f  I t a l i a n  l a n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u r e .   S t u d e n t  w i l l  
p r o d u c e  e l e c t r o n i c  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  c o m p u t e r  p r o g r a m s  s u c h  a s  M i c r o s o f t  P ow e r P o in t  o r  A p p l e  K e y n o t e  
i n  I t a l i a n  a n d  u s i n g  I t a l i a n  s o u r c e s .
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P R O C E S S E S  

The year will be divided into five units.  Each unit has a geographic, historic, cultural, linguistic focus and will culminate in a unit project.  The course will meet 
the objectives of  ACTFL’s* ‘five  Cs’, Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities.  Students will engage in activities mandated by 
the New Jersey State Standards in the interpretive, interpersonal and presentational modes.1** 

                                                      
* In 1996, the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) published the document Standards for Foreign Language Learning: Preparing for 
the 21st Century. Now in its third edition, ACTFL's Foreign Language Standards have set the framework for teachers, curriculum developers, and administrators to 
deliver improved language instruction. 
 
Read more: Foreign Language Standards: Understanding ACTFL's Five C's for Teaching French, Spanish & More - 
http://languagestudy.suite101.com/article.cfm/foreign_language_standards#ixzz0C05oc3XW 
 
 
 
2 The reorganization of the world languages standards into one standard reflects the framework below developed by the National Association of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) for foreign languages in 2004. 
 
The NAEP graphic places emphasis on communication as the organizing principle, its context (cultures, comparisons, connections, and communities) and the ways 
people communicate (interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational modes of communication).  (http://www.nj.gov/education/aps/cccs/2009/wl/index.html) 
**  
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PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES: 
Students should be able to meet the objectives of the 2009 Proposed New Jersey State Standard in World Language 

G R A D E  1 2  

 
The students will:  recognize and use the historical past tense and the subjunctive and hypothetical registers.   Students will be able to converse in Italian 
about what they have read, what they have seen in museums, and what music they have discovered.  Students will be able to write essays without a 
dictionary on prompts directly related to the course of study.  They will construct narratives using picture prompts and also be able to answer a series of 
short questions based on a single topic. 
 

T H E  L I V I N G C U R R I C U L U M  

Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can serve as the basis for 
future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the classroom and to work 
collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 
 
 
 

A F F I R M A T I V E  A C T I O N  

 
During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, national 
origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the content, the texts and the 
instruction inherent in this course.   
 
 

M O DI FI C ATI ON S A N D A DA PT ATIO NS 
For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the Curriculum 
Modifications and Adaptations included as an Appendix in this curriculum.  Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) 
must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan.  
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      PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
COURSE PROFICIENCIES AND GRADING PROCEDURES 

COURSE NO:  FOR ______ 

IN ACCCORDANCE WITH DISTRICT POLICY AS MANDATED BY THE NEW JERSEY ADMINISTRATIVE CODE AND THE NEW JERSEY 
STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS, THE FOLLOWING ARE PROFICIENCIES REQUIRED FOR THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE ABOVE 
NAMED COURSE. 

GENERAL GOALS 
 

The curriculum for Advanced Placement Italian Language and culture is divided into four instructional units, with themes based on levels of proficiency and 
modes of culture and communication.  These proficiencies have as their underpinnings the Proficiencies for World Languages, set out in the New Jersey State 
Department of Education document New Jersey World Languages Curriculum Framework (Winter 1999).  The curriculum is geared toward the levels of 
proficiency through the “Interpersonal”, “Interpretive” and “Presentational” modes of communication.  Consideration has been given to the National Standards set 
forth by the American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages.  The underlying standards for this curriculum are Standards 7.1 and 7.2 of the New Jersey 
Core Curriculum Standards for World Languages. 
 

7.1 All students will be able to communicate at basic literacy level in at least one language other than English. 
7.2 All students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between language and culture for at least one language other than English.   

 
Consistent with the recommendations of the World Languages Curriculum Framework, rather than each step in the language course having grammatical structures 
as its focus, there is an emphasis on increasing proficiency in communication on a variety of advanced academic subjects relevant to the students.  Also fostered, 
through an increased use of authentic materials such as magazines, official government documents, archived newspaper articles, popular music, advertising copy, 
etc., are an awareness and knowledge of the cultural patrimony of Italy and the universal recognition of Italian culture as an underpinning of western culture and 
the humanities.   Students learn to recognize and appreciate ancient Roman and Italian history, art, literature and music while learning how these fields still define 
Italy’s position in the world.  It is said that over three-thirds of the West’s cultural patrimony is in Italy or is of Roman origin.  Italian culture contributes to 
present-day Italian economy by attracting tourists, students and art aficionados from around the world.  Indeed, it has been said that Italian may be the only 
language that people choose as a second language simply for cultural reasons. 
 
Students will learn the vocabulary associated with visiting a museum, attending a concert, touring Rome, shopping in Milano’s famous Galleria and going to the 
theater or opera.  They will learn about sculpture, painting, fresco, improvisational theater and the grand opera.  They will learn about Sicily, Venice, Rome, Milan, 
Florence and Umbria and their role in Italian history.   Students will investigate themes in other content areas such as Music, Literature, the Performing and Visual 
Arts and History so that students will have the vocabulary to discuss these topics in the target language. 
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1. Advanced Placement students will maintain a reading notebook that will be handed in each marking period and assessed for quality of articles; their 
ability to comment in their own words on each article read.  Students will read twelve articles each marking period and may use print material or Internet 
sources.  Each source must be cited in MLA format. 

2. Learn to use the vocabulary of cityscapes, making appointments, etc. 
3. Learn about the history of Italy through the study of the development of the Italian language from its Latin roots, through the influence of invaders and  

the development of regional dialects. 
4. Understand the difference between dialects and standard Italian and how and why standard Italian became a tool of unification. Learn about the socio-

linguistic implications of living in a country with so many regional dialects. 
5. Use cognates to help them build their Italian and English vocabularies by studying the basics of philology and morphology. 
6. Learn that English and Italian are very closely linked and that nearly 60% of English words have Latin/Italian roots.   
7. Learn how to change groups of English words into Italian cognates or close cognates by learning how to change English morphemes to their Italian 

equivalents. 
8. Arrive at the Italian word from the English and vice versa through etymology. 
9. Understand the importance of Ancient Greek culture to the formation of that of the ancient Romans and the linguistic connection between ancient Greek 

and Latin to modern Italian and English. 
10. Learn about other ancient Italic peoples and cultures, i.e., the Etruscans, etc. 
11. Understand the influence of foreign invaders on the language and cultural differences in the various regions of Italy 
12. Read excerpts from Francis of Assissi; Dante; Boccaccio; Petrarca and understand the development of Italian literature from the Middle Ages to the 

Renaissance 
13. Watch excerpts from films to illustrate dialects:  La Terra Trema (Siciliano); Ciao Professore (Napolitano), etc. 
14. Review the present tense contrasted with the present perfect; future, future perfect and conditional; review the formation of nouns, pronouns and 

adjectives 
15. Work with dialogues to learn how to make an appointment with someone to meet in Rome.; visit Tivoli Gardens; visit the Piazza Navona. 
16. Visit the Metropolitan Museum of Art to see examples of the Italian artistic patrimony from Roman times to the present. 
17. Understand how dangerous stereotypes are in human societies; how they develop and how they are perpetuated through the media; 
18. Understand the issues and controversies facing present-day Italians and Americans involving newcomers to Italy from outside the European Union; 
19. Understand the structure of the Italian government; 
20. Understand present-day social issues in Italy and the initiatives being taken to cope with them. 
21. Use the past tenses with ease and fluency to be able to reconstruct a narrative from a picture prompt; 
22. Use comparatives with ease and fluency to compare social issues here in the United States and in Italy; use comparatives to discuss stereotypes. 
23. Listen to and understand speeches, news reports; interviews and print articles coming out of Italy; 
24. Identify Italian stereotypes from media by watching and commenting on excerpts from films and TV programs 
25. Identify American stereotypes from media by watching excerpts from films and TV programs such as ‘The Godfather’; ‘Moonstruck’; ‘Little Italy’; ‘The 

Sopranos.’ 
26. Use dialogues as models to be able to speak about social issues and stereotypes; 
27. Watch and understand stories from the Telegiornale; 



World Language – Advanced Placement Italian Language and Culture 11 

28. Understand and discuss issues affecting the Italian life-style, government, environmental issues; 
29. Enumerate and provide research for the importance of Italian culture to Western Society; 
30. Understand the Italian educational system and compare and contrast their system to that of the United States; 
31. Understand the Roman contribution to legal ideas; 
32. Understand the influence of the Catholic Church on the development of the Italian identity and culture, both negative and positive; 
33. Be able to express subjective thought in the past, present and future; 
34. Read excerpts from Beccaria and Mazzei and understand the connection between Mazzei and Thomas Jefferson; 
35. Be able to recognize the music of Vivaldi; Verdi and Puccini; 
36. Watch excerpts from films to better understand the connection between the church and secular culture (Michelangelo and his dealings with Pope Julius; 

Galileo and the Inquisition); 
37. Listen to informational broadcasts about Italian universities; Maria Montessori; etc.; 
38. Use dialogues to synthesize vocabulary about universities and university life in Italy; 
39. Understand Italy’s standing in the world today from a commercial and industrial standpoint; 
40. Understand Italy’s role in NATO and as an ally of the United States; 
41. Listen to a radio broadcast about the controversy regarding U.S. military bases in Italy;  
42. Listen to radio broadcasts about agroeconomics and Italy’s role as a leader in food production (viniculture; olive oil production; dairy products, etc.); 
43. Understand the importance of Milano to the fashion industry; 
44. Understand the historical importance of Torino and the Italian automotive industry; 
45. Read articles about Italy’s participation in manufacturing and design of furniture; space exploration; robotics; medicine; architecture; motion pictures and 

music 
46. Understand the burden Italy faces in the preservation of his historical and artistic patrimony and how Italy is considered a leader in the training of art 

restorers; archeologists and art historians; 
47. Learn the topical vocabulary necessary to read about these industries and to write about them in a timed, in-class essay. 
48. Use dialogues to practice speaking about these industries in casual conversation. 
49. Use superlatives, comparatives, numbers and statistics with ease and confidence in written and spoken Italian. 
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ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES 
 

Italian V AP  
  

HOMEWORK        10%     
• Grammar review 
• Vocabulary practice 
• Proofreading 
• Translating 
• Article and textbook readings 
 
CLASSWORK ASSIGNMENTS     20% 
• Written practice 
• Dictations 
• Micrologues 
• Film and Museum Packets 
• Reading 
• Pronunciation and fluency drills 
 
FORMAL EVALUATION      25%      
• Tests/Quizzes 
• Oral Evaluations 
 
PROJECTS/PERFORMANCE     25%      
• Writing assignments 
• Formal individual presentations 
• Formal group presentations 
 
READING JOURNAL                                                                   20% 
 
FINAL GRADE:       88% for all four marking periods (22% each marking period) 
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         12 % Final Exam grade 
 

UNIT ONE 
ROMA—The Linguistic and Cultural Legacy 

Sequence of Study: approximately 25 days 
1. Geographic Focus:  Ancient and Modern Rome 

i. Lets make plans to meet in Rome for coffee then we can take a walking tour to see some of Rome’s most famous monuments and sites .  
We can take the Metropolitana to Tivoli Gardens and then take a bus to the Coloseum. 

ii. Vocabulary needed for our tour of Rome: cityscapes; monuments; streets; transportation; directions; present indicative verbs and 
commands; nouns and adjectives. 

2. Historical Focus: The peoples of the Italian peninsula; invaders and their patrimony 
i. What was Magna Grecia?  Why is it important to Italy and ancient Rome? 

ii. What is the linguistic and cultural influence of Greek on Latin, the language of ancient Rome? 
iii. Who were the Etruscans?  What is their linguistic legacy?  Is there one? 
iv. Who were the other so-called ‘italic peoples’?  Where did they live and what is their linguistic legacy? 
v. What are regional dialects?  Are they in use today?  How do the dialects reflect Italian culture? 

vi. What is standard Italian?  When and how was it established?  What are the political reasons for instituting a standard language? 
vii. How were the Romance Languages formed?  Is English a Romance Language?  What is the connection between Italian and English? 

3. Let’s learn some linguistics 
i. What is linguistics? What is philology?  What is morphology?  How can we facilitate our language learning and understanding by 

knowing what these are and how they function? 
ii. What are the Indo-European languages; Romance Languages; Germanic Languages and where does English fit in? 

iii. Let’s talk about the history of a language—philology; and the origins of words—etymology.  Let’s compare English and Italian cognates 
and discuss how they developed. 

iv. What are morphemes and how will learning morphology help us learn Italian, and English for that matter! 
v. Let’s make some words and word lists using morphology.  Let’s learn hundreds of new Italian words without even trying (at least trying 

too hard) 
vi. Let’s see how we can guess at some morphological changes to see how the Romance Languages developed. 

4. Grammar Review 
i. Indicative tenses:  recognizing patterns 

ii. Agreement of the noun phrase 
5. Now let’s put it all together to write and discuss what we have learned 

i. Timed, in-class essay on the linguistic and cultural patrimony of ancient Rome 
ii. Picture sequence: putting together a narrative based on pictures of a trip to Rome 

iii. Reading: your reading journal with articles on linguistics; Rome and traveling 
iv. Answering rapid-fire questions about Rome 
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Resources: AMSCO second year; Building Italian Vocabulary; italica.it; Acing the AP Exam; Living Language: Beyond the Basics; Film Excerpts: The Godfather 
Part II; La terra trema, etc.; Beppe Severgnini: essays and podcasts http://www.beppesevergnini.com on the Italian language. 

http://www.beppesevergnini.com/
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UNIT TWO 
ITALIAN COMMUNITIES AROUND THE WORLD 

Sequence of Study 
Approximately 40 days 

1. Stereotypes 
i.  Let’s learn some words about nationalities; stereotypes and characteristics 

ii.  Let’s work with some dialogues about stereotypes 
iii.  Who are the Italians—really?  Who are the Italian-Americans—really? 

i. How are they portrayed in movies and on TV? 
ii. Are these stereotypes harmful?  Why and how? 

iv.  Who are the Americans?  Really?  How are they portrayed around the world?  Are Americans GI Joe or Homer Simpson? 
v.  Let’s read some articles by Beppe Severgnini?  How does he portray Italians?  How does he portray Americans? 

vi.  Let’s take an Italian ‘personality test’.  What did the test say about you?  Do you agree? 
vii.  We need to talk about people and human characteristics.  How are these expressed in spoken and written Italian 

2. Emigration 
i.  Why are there so many Italian-Americans?  How did they get here and why did they come? 

ii.  Who is Oriana Fallaci.  Let’s read an article written by her in defense of the United States after the destruction of the Twin Towers on 
9/11. 

i. Who are some of the people mentioned in her article?  Let’s do some research on them and present our findings to the class. 
iii.  What was the ‘Great Migration’ and what were its causes?  To help us answer these questions we will take a trip to Ellis Island to get 

some more information 
iv.  We will watch the film “Cristo si e’ fermato a Eboli”, to further understand the cause and effect of the Great Migration. 

3. Immigration 
i.  Why is immigration a big issue in Italy today?  Why is it a big issue in the United States?  What part does the economy play in this issue?  

What part do stereotypes play?  And Politics? 
i. Let’s read some articles about the immigration issue in Italy and then let’s debate the pros and cons. 

4. The Italian Government 
i.  What is the structure of the Italian Government?  Who is in charge?  Write about it in a timed, in-class essay. 

ii.  Let’s listen to some political speeches.  Do you get the gist of what they are saying?  Do you agree or disagree? 
5. The Italian media 

i.  Let’s learn some vocabulary relating to the Italian media. 
ii.  Let’s read some Italian newspapers and make a judgment call on their positions 

iii.  Let’s watch the Telegiornale.  Do you understand what’s going on? 
iv.  We will work with some dialogues to help you easily understand the Italian press and electronic media. 

6. Social Issues in Italy Today 
i.  You will need some new words to be able to discuss social issues affecting Italy today 
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ii.  You will choose an Italian social action organization and you will design an awareness campaign, including literature; videos; etc.  You 
will try to raise funds for your organization by presenting your program to other Italian students. 

 
Resourses: Selections from the work of Beppe Severgnini:essays and podcasts http://www.beppesevergnini.com; La premessa del libro La rabbia e l’orgoglio by 
Oriana Fallaci; Parliamo Italiano Unita’ 11 and 12; Ellis Island; Telegiornale; various Italian newspapers and Internet news media; Ponti; rai.it: 
http://www.rai.it/dl/portale/homeRai.html for authentic TV programs; radio programs and podcasts. 
 

http://www.rai.it/dl/portale/homeRai.html
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UNIT THREE 

Italian Contributions to Western Society and the Italian Educational System 
Sequence of Study 

Approximately 45 days 
1. Geographic Focus: Northern Italy 

i. Florence, Rome, Milan and Venice: le citta’ d’arte—we will make up itineraries to visit these beautiful and famous cities 
ii. Let’s learn some words that will help us talk about art, literature, music and philosophy 

iii. We need to know something about the power of the Church in the formation of Italian culture 
iv. We need to know some vocabulary relating to the Church and its function in Italian society 
v. Since we are talking about the past, we need to review the past tenses. 

2. Let’s read about some important people:  Michelangelo; Poliziano; Galileo; Beccaria; Mazzei 
i. We will read some of Michelangelo’s poems and watch excerpts from The Agony and the Ecstasy  
ii. We will read excerpts from Poliziano and define Humanism. 
iii. We will read excerpts from the letters of Galileo to the Inquisition and we will write a letter to the Pope denouncing him or 

supporting him. 
iv. We will read excerpts from the writings of the  philosopher and politician Cesare Beccaria and his role in the Enlightenment 
v. We will read about Fillipo Mazzei and how he influenced Thomas Jefferson and the writing of the Declaration of Independence. 

3. We will learn how to talk to people about the life of a student in Italy and its educational system by practicing dialogues and learning 
new vocabulary. 

i. You will need to know the vocabulary associated with education; schools; universities, etc. 
ii. We will practice this vocabulary by listening to dialogues and watching clips from the movie,  La bella gioventu’ 
iii. With a conversation partner, can you explain the US educational system-- daycare and the need for daycare which involves 

women’s issues.  Elementary and high school education; teachers and  methods. You have to be able to explain the US system in 
Italian and answer a series of short, rapid-fire questions about the life of a student in the United States. 

iv. Once you are secure that you can explain our system to a partner in an Italian school you will contact an e-mail partner in Italy ask 
the following questions:   is there a crisis in Italy regarding education ‘nelle scuole di obbligo’?.  What are the differences between 
our ‘College’ and the Italian Universita’.  What are the equivalent degrees? What are the major differences between  departments 
vs. le facolta’.  What’s the grading system like; what are exams like? 

v. Once you think you know something about the Italian university system, do some research into study abroad programs and contact 
an Italian university through its website for information.  Keep the following questions in mind when you contact the university:  
What considerations exist for the American student studying in Italy?  What are the programs of study?  For language study, 
contact  the universita’ per stranieri. Research study abroad programs of an American university and contact the director in 
Italian.  Look into the best programs for you taking into consideration your college plans.  All correspondence must be in Italian.  
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The class will act as an admissions committee and will prepare interview questions for you to answer.   You will be assessed on all 
written correspondence and your ’interview.’ 

 
4. Resources: Ponti; Readings  Excerpts from the Classics to Beccaria; Thomas Jefferson from italica.it and other sources in the public domain; 

music selections both classical and popular; Canta ti passa; Internet resources for Italian universities and study abroad programs. Films: The 
Agony and the Ecstasy; The Medici; Verdi; Rai International TV programs; Listening Comprehension: Acquarello italiano; Dialogues: Living 
Language, Beyond the Basics.; Beppe Severgnini: essays and podcasts http://www.beppesevergnini.com on the Italian culture; RAI.it, 
http://www.rai.it/dl/portale/homeRai.html for authentic TV programs; radio programs and podcasts; http://www.studenti.it for educational 
issues; notes; tests, etc., from middle school to university. 

 

http://www.beppesevergnini.com/
http://www.rai.it/dl/portale/homeRai.html
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UNIT FOUR 

La Dolce Vita e La meglio gioventu’ 
Sequence of Study 

 
1. We will look at the lives of young people in Italy through the cinematographer’s eyes.  We will see what it is like to grow up in such a 

magical place and how Italian young people view the world. First we will look at the world of small children to understand the basic ideas 
of ‘fantasia e magica’ http://www.junior.rai.it/dl/junior/junior.htm 

2. You will need to know the words associated with lifestyles; ambitions; hopes and dreams.  We will learn these by completing packets that 
accompany the films. 

3. You will have to review your grammar and conversation skills.  We will do this by having discussions about what we have watched in 
class. 

4. We will read about the most memorable happenings in recent history and how they affect young people in Italy from marriage; 
education; family life; careers, etc. 

5. We will finish our year with special projects designed for you to show off your ability to read, write, speak, do research in Italian.  These 
projects will be of your own choosing and will refect your personal interests and ambitions. 

 
Cultural Resources; Ponti; Parliamo Italiano; the films: La meglio gioventu’; La dolce vita; excerpts from  Il giardino dei Finzi-Contini; Amacord; Cinema 
Paradiso and Il Postino.  Film packets of exercises and vocabulary for La meglio gioventu’.; Beppe Severgnini: essays and podcasts 
http://www.beppesevergnini.com on the Italian culture; RAI.it, http://www.rai.it/dl/portale/homeRai.html for authentic TV programs; radio programs and podcasts. 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.beppesevergnini.com/
http://www.rai.it/dl/portale/homeRai.html
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EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

 
The World Languages Department of the Parsippany-Troy Hills School District agrees to the following delineation of expected proficiencies in the Interpretive, 
Interpersonal and Presentational Modes of Communication and Cultural Awareness upon the completion of this course.  It is to be noted that these proficiencies 
are measured by the student’s ability to apply learning in authentic scenarios. 
 
LEVEL 5 Advanced Placement  (Intermediate-High):  According to the ACTFL Performance Guidelines for K-12 Learners, students at this level should be 
working on: 
 

• Topics that draw from and reinforce the goals of other core content areas 
• Topics of broader cultural relevance: education, government, and political and economic institutions 
• Issues related to globalizations and interconnectedness of cultures 

 
1. Interpretive 

 
Students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate comprehension of oral and written instructions connected to daily activities through appropriate responses 
• Compare and contrast the use of verbal and non-verbal etiquette in the target culture with their own culture in the use of gestures, intonation, and other 

visual and auditory clues 
• Discuss people, places, objects, and daily activities based on oral or written descriptions 
• Comprehend conversations and written information on a variety of subjects 
• Apply knowledge and skills gained in other core content areas to the learning of the target language. 
• Identify the main idea and theme, and describe the main characters and setting in readings from age-appropriate, culturally authentic selections. 
• Compare and contrast unique linguistic elements in English and the target language 

 
2. Interpersonal 

 
Students should be able to: 

• Give and follow a series of oral and written directions, commands and requests for participating in age-appropriate classroom and cultural activities. 
• Use appropriate gestures, intonation and common idiomatic expressions of the target culture in familiar situations 
• Ask and respond to factual and interpretive questions of a personal nature or on school-related topics; 
• Engage in short conversations about personal experiences or events, and/or topics studied in other core content areas; 
• Describe the main characters, setting, and important events from age-appropriate, culturally authentic selections both orally and in writing 
• Identify professions and careers that require proficiency in a language other than English. 
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•  
•  
3. Presentational 

 
Students should be able to: 

• Present student-created and/or authentic short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories or reports 
• Use language creatively in writing to respond toa variety of oral and visual prompts 
• Engage in a variety of oral and written tasks using age-appropriate culturally authentic selections; 
• Describe orally, in writing, or through simulation, similarities and differences among products and practices found in the target culture with their 

own. 
 
 
CULTURAL AWARENESS:  How is their cultural understanding reflected in their communication? 
 
1. Interpersonal 
 
Students will be able to: 

• Be comfortable with culturally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic expressions; 
• Use culturally appropriate etiquette in verbal and non-verbal communication in a variety of social situations. 
• Discuss various elements of age appropriate, culturally authentic selections and identify how they reflect certain aspects of the target culture; 
• Demonstrate and discuss in some detail observable patterns of behavior and social conventions of the peer group in the target culture and make 

comparisons with the U.S. 
• Discuss the characteristics of the school community in the target culture and compare with those in the U.S. 
• Describe past and present issues, events, and/or trends from the target culture perspective and the U.S. perspective. 

 
2.  Interpretive 
 
Students will be able to: 

• Use knowledge of their own culture and that of the target culture(s) to interpret oral or written texts more accurately; 
• Explain how the attitudes and beliefs of the target culture are reflected in cultural practices; 
• Investigate how geography and climate influence the lives of people in the target culture country 
• Show the relationship between the cultural characteristics found in films, video, plays, music, etc., to the cultural perspectives of the target 

culture;  
• Examine tangible products of the target culture and begin to infer why people produce and use them. 
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3. Presentational 
 
 

Students will be able to: 
• Present the results of research showing the extent of diversity in products and practices that exist within the target language/culture; 
• Prepare an analysis showing how expressive products or innovations of the target culture influence the global community 
• Present the rationale for considering Italy as a conservator of Western art and culture 
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PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES NJSLS NJSLS for Tech. 
Literacy SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
The student will be able to:   Students will: Students will be assessed 

on: 
 

1. AP students will maintain a 
reading notebook that will be 
handed in each marking period 
and assessed for quality of 
articles; their ability to 
comment in their own words 
on each article read.  Students 
will read twelve articles each 
marking period and may use 
print material or Internet 
sources.  Each source must be 
cited in MLA format. 

7.1.A.1,3,4,6 
7.1.B.4,5 
7.1.C.2,4 
7.2.A.1,3 

7.2.B.2,4,5 
7.2.C.1 

 
8.1.B,1,3,5,6,7 

Select articles from print or 
internet sources; they will read 
the article for understanding; 
they will then write a personal 

commentary, not a summary, of 
the article.  For each article they 
will provide a citation and a list 
of new words that they learned 

from the reading. 

 the quantity and quality 
of the readings selected 
and on the completeness 
of the assignment.  All 
citations should enable 

the teacher to refer 
directly to the source 

without difficulty.  Each 
entry must have a 

vocabulary list with either 
English translations or 

Italian synonyms. 

This is primarily 
a reading 

assignment so 
writing errors 

should be 
corrected but no 
value should be 

taken off for 
grammatical 

mistakes.  
Students need to 

work on this 
assignment 

throughout the 
marking period.  

At times the 
teacher will find 

it helpful to 
choose articles 
for the class in 

order to continue 
the course of 
study.  This is 
acceptable and 

encouraged 
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PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES NJSLS NJSLS for Tech. 
Literacy 

SUGGESTED 
ACTIVITIES 

EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will: Students will:  
 

 

2. Learn to use the vocabulary of 
cityscapes, making 
appointments, etc. 

7.1.A.1,2,7 
7.1.B.1,2 
7.1.C.2 
7.2.B.1 

 

8.1.B.4 Learn to use vocabulary 
describing life in the city as well 

as cityscapes and modes of 
transportation.  They will learn 
how to make an appointment, 

plan an itinerary, discuss where 
to go and where to eat, etc.  

Students will master giving and 
understanding directions; 

formal commands; the present 
and future indicative of regular 
and irregular verbs.  Students 

may use Verbix.com or 
WordReference.com when 

compiling their lists 

Use the vocabulary lists in  
Parliamo Italiano, Unita’ 
1 & 9 as a point of 
departure and then create 
their own vocabulary lists 
of words they feel are 
important to know when 
planning a trip to Rome; 
use the dialogues from 
Living Language: Beyond 
the Basics for integrating 
vocabulary. 

The teacher 
should evaluate 

the students’ 
vocabulary 

acquisition with 
exercises, oral 
practice and 

quizzes. 

3. Review the present tense and 
the present perfect tenses and 
contrast with use of the future 
tense 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Review the basic structures of 
Italian to refresh their memories 

and renew their speaking and 
writing skills.  They will do oral 

and written drills 

Use the grammar sections 
of Units 1 & 9 of Parliamo 
Italiano for referenee and 

practice. 

Teacher should 
assess student’s 
skills with oral 

and written drills 
and a formal 
assessment 
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PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES NJSLS NJSLS for Tech. 
Literacy SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 
The student will be able to:   Students will: Students will:  
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4. In groups of two, prepare a 
skit based on two or more 
persons making an 
appointment to meet each 
other  in Rome; finding their 
way from one part of the city 
to another by asking 
directions; plan an itinerary 
for a day trip to Rome 

7.1.A.1,2,7 
7.1.B.1,2,4 
7.1.C.1,2 

7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A,1,6 
8.1.B.7 

 

Watch or read dialogues about 
people visiting Rome. 

(http://www.rai.tv/dl/RaiTV/pro
grammi/media/ContentItem-

5930fe1b-c69b-421c-a6d6-
aa49c6eed81b.html?p=0; Living 
Language: Beyond the Basics) 

They will then use the 
vocabulary and structures they 
learned and create a skit about 

two people meeting in Rome and 
arranging a day’s itinerary 

which must include a specific 
neighborhood, monument, 

shopping district or park.  The 
skit must also include places 
where the group stopped for 

refreshment and how they got 
from place to place.  Students 

will create a PowerPoint of just 
visuals that will serve as a 

backdrop to their skit.  One of 
these visuals must be a map of 

Rome and students must be able 
to plot their itinerary on the 

map 

Research the 
neighborhoods, parks, 

monuments, etc., of 
Rome.  They will choose 
one that they would like 

to visit then they will look 
for photographs of the 

points of interest on their 
itinerary.  They will 
compile these in a 

PowerPoint with no text 
and they will perform a 

skit that they have written 
with the visuals as a 

backdrop.  They must be 
able to map out their 

itinerary and they must 
include a place to stop to 

eat that is authentic 

The skit should 
be graded  by 

rubric for 
pronunciation, 

structures, use of 
vocabulary, 

ability to locate 
venue on map, 

quality and 
authenticity of 

visuals. 

5. A. Understand the origins of 
the Italian language and its 
various dialects as offshoots of 
Latin 

 
 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Transcribe notes given to them 
by the teacher and recorded in 
their notebooks.  These notes 
must be accurate to the letter.  
Dictations will be taken from 

texts or sourcs that can be 
projected on the board. 

 
 

Dictations are corrected 
by the student word for 

word.  The dictations are 
a class work grade and 

will be assess for 
accuracy. 

The teacher will 
find many short 

readings 
appropriate for 
dictations in the 

Culture section of 
the AMSCO two 
years workbook.   

http://www.rai.tv/dl/RaiTV/programmi/media/ContentItem-5930fe1b-c69b-421c-a6d6-aa49c6eed81b.html?p=0
http://www.rai.tv/dl/RaiTV/programmi/media/ContentItem-5930fe1b-c69b-421c-a6d6-aa49c6eed81b.html?p=0
http://www.rai.tv/dl/RaiTV/programmi/media/ContentItem-5930fe1b-c69b-421c-a6d6-aa49c6eed81b.html?p=0
http://www.rai.tv/dl/RaiTV/programmi/media/ContentItem-5930fe1b-c69b-421c-a6d6-aa49c6eed81b.html?p=0
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B. Understand the differences 
among the regional dialects 
and standard Italian 

7.1.A 
7.1.B 
7.1.C 
7.2.A 
7.2.B 
7.2.C 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Students will become familiar 
with the different dialects by 
watching excerpts of such films 
as La terra trema; The Bicycle 
Thief, etc.  They should listen to 
the  film clips and try to 
interpret what the characters 
are saying.  They should record 
their impressions on a chart 

On their ability to 
complete the chart  

The teacher will 
have to get copies 
of the transcripts 
of the scenes they 

use from the 
films in order to 

create the 
worksheet 

6. Learn about the history of 
Italy through the study of the 
development of the Italian 
language from its Latin roots, 
through the influence of 
invaders and the development 
of regional dialects. 

  

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Students will plot on a map the 
areas where ancient Italic 

peoples lived and the invaders 
who conquered them and 

changed their language and 
culture.  On this map, they will 

also indicate geographic barriers 
that isolated these peoples and 
contributed to the development 
of the various regions and the 

regional dialects 

Students will be assess on 
the completeness of their 
map and their ability to 

interpret and present the 
data in Italian.  They 

should be able to pass a 
formal assessment on the 
regions; their locations 

and their dialects. 

The teacher can 
have two grades 

for this 
assignment.  The 
first, the map, a 

performance 
grade and then a 

traditional 
assessment on the 
regions and their 

dialects. 
7. Learn about the socio-

linguistic implications of 
living in a country with so 
many regional dialects 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Students will learn key 
vocabulary in order to be able to  
listen to a podcast from rai.it. ( 

http://www.rai.tv/dl/RaiTV/prog
rammi/media/ContentItem-
27c43e46-be25-4bea-a440-

6f5ce2841aaf.html?p=1) and 
take notes.  The will complete a 
worksheet with key elements of 

the podcast and a review of 
vocabulary needed to 

understand it.  The will listen to 
it as many times as necessary to 
complete the study sheet.  They 
will then use the study sheet to 

write a short summary of at 
least 150 words on what they 

learned from the podcast. 

Students will be assessed 
for their ability to 

understand the audio and 
to pick out the answers 
needed to complete the 
study sheet.  They will 

also be assessed on their 
ability to use their fact 
sheet to write a short 

cultural essay, a 
requirement of the AP 

exam. 

These activities 
cover many of the 
requiremenst of 

the AP 
curriculum; i.e., 

specialized 
vocabulary; 

listening 
comprehension 
suing authentic 

sources; writing a 
150-word essay 

on a cultural 
topic. 

http://www.rai.tv/dl/RaiTV/programmi/media/ContentItem-27c43e46-be25-4bea-a440-6f5ce2841aaf.html?p=1
http://www.rai.tv/dl/RaiTV/programmi/media/ContentItem-27c43e46-be25-4bea-a440-6f5ce2841aaf.html?p=1
http://www.rai.tv/dl/RaiTV/programmi/media/ContentItem-27c43e46-be25-4bea-a440-6f5ce2841aaf.html?p=1
http://www.rai.tv/dl/RaiTV/programmi/media/ContentItem-27c43e46-be25-4bea-a440-6f5ce2841aaf.html?p=1
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8. Chart the spread of the Roman 

Empire and the Latin language 
7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Using a map of the world 
students will chart the spread of 
latin in one color; then use other 

colors to indicate where the 
romance languages are spoken.  
They will they summarize their 
work in a 150 word explanation 

of their map 

Students will be assessed 
on the completeness and 
accuracy of their maps 

and their ability to 
interpret their findings in 

a short essay. 

The essay gives 
students practice 
writing the short 
cultural essay on 

the AP exam 

9. Understand the importance of 
Latin in the area of law and 
jurisprudence and how Latin 
formed two registers, formal 
and informal and understand 
the relationship of Latin, 
Italian and English 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Use the essay at  
http://antichescrittureinedite.blo

gspot.com/2009/01/il-latino-
litaliano-e-linglese.html 
To understand better 

understand the relationship of 
Latin with Italian and English.  

They will read the essay and 
write a short summary of it for 

their Reading Journals.  
Students will work in reading 

groups to help them better 
understand the text. 

Students will complete a 
reading comprehension 

worksheet in the AP 
format and this worksheet 

will be assess for 
accuracy. 

Students will be assessed 
for their ability to read 
and understand the text 
and to summarize it in 
Italian as noted in their 

reading journals  

This activity 
provides practice 

reading an 
authentic text 
and answering 
questions in the 

AP Reading 
Comprehension 

format.  
Including this 
article in their 

reading journal 
also provides 

practice writing. 

http://antichescrittureinedite.blogspot.com/2009/01/il-latino-litaliano-e-linglese.html
http://antichescrittureinedite.blogspot.com/2009/01/il-latino-litaliano-e-linglese.html
http://antichescrittureinedite.blogspot.com/2009/01/il-latino-litaliano-e-linglese.html
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10.  Learn the basic vocabulary of 
linguistics and be able to use 
these terms in the study of 
language: etymology; 
philology; morphology.  They 
will learn what morphemes are 
and how knowledge of 
Italian/Latin morphology will 
help them increase their 
vocabulary by hundreds of 
words by memorizing patterns 
and formulas instead of 
individual words. 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

After learning the basic 
vocabulary of linguistics 

students will use the rules of 
morphology to complete an 
Excel chart of words using 

morphemes and cognates.  This 
activity is designed to show them 
how to increase their vocabulary 

based on what they know in 
English.  Once students 

complete a section of the chart, 
they will double check their 
‘guesses’ with dictionaries. 

Students will be assessed 
for the completeness and 
accuracy of their charts.  
This assessment can be 

followed by a traditional 
vocabulary assessment. 

This activity may 
take several days.  
If you have time, 
you may want to 

use the Excel 
sheets to compare 

words in 
different 

languages to 
show how the 

romance 
languages are 
derived from 

their Latin root 
11. Learn the importance of the 

influence of Ancient Greece 
on the culture of Rome and on 
the formation of the Latin, and 
therefore the Italian and 
English Languages.  Students 
will learn the concept of 
‘lingua franca’ and will be 
able to delineate the confines 
of Magna Grecia on the Italian 
peninsula. 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Chart the words dramma; 
problema; programma; sistema, 

etc. on their Excel chart and 
compare them to the same 

words in other languages using 
French, Spanish, Italian and 
English dictionaries; Draw 

conclusions about these words.  
Why are they the same in all 
these languages?  Where did 

they come from?  Why are they 
masculine but end in a?  

Students will look up the term 
‘lingua franca’ and apply it to 
the data on their charts.  From 

this data they should come to the 
conclusion that Greek was the 

lingua franca of the ancient 
world and influenced all 

European Languages 

Students will be assessed 
on their ability to 

complete the chart and to 
draw conclusions for their 

data.  They will be 
assessed on their 
knowledge and 

understanding of the 
phrase ‘lingua franca’ 

and apply it to what they 
know about Latin, Italian 

and English. 

Hand in hand 
with this activity 
is a review on the 
gender of nouns 
and all elements 

of the noun 
phrase.  This 

activity should 
help students 

understand why 
some nouns end 
in –ma but are 

masculine. 
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12. Learn to use the vocabulary of 
literature and vocabulary 
associated with making 
presentations in class based on 
literary figures 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Students will be able to use the 
vocabulary associated with 

writers and writing.  They will 
also be able to use vocabulary 

associated with newspapers and 
magazines and publishing in 

general.  Students will use the 
vocabulary lists in Unita’ 11 of 
Parliamo Italiano  They will use 

these words to write and 
perform skits to be presented in 
class in the form of interviews. 

Students will be assessed 
on their use of 

vocabulary, the quality of 
their scripts; their 

knowledge of the script 
and their pronunciation. 

The class will do 
this in groups 

and you can give 
each group a 

different set of 
words already 
used in class.  

The listeners can 
keep track of how 
many vocabulary 
words were used 

in the skits. 
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13.  Review all the past tenses and 
use them to improve their 
speaking and writing skills. 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Will reacquaint themselves with 
the formation and use of all the 
past tenses in order to be able to 
express themselves correctly in 

written and spoken Italian.  
They will complete traditional 

grammar exercises and drills in 
order to perfect their use of 

these structures 

Students will be assessed 
with an instrument that 
resembles the grammar 
section of the AP exam. 

These 
assessments 

should be timed 
as they will be on 

the exam.  The 
teacher can 

access samples of 
assessments in 

this format from 
the book Acing 

the AP Exam; at 
AP Central or 
other AP prep 

books. 
14. Read excerpts from Francis of 

Assissi; Dante; Boccaccio; 
Petrarca and understand the 
development of Italian 
literature from the Middle 
Ages to the Renaissance 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

 Will become familiar with these 
writers and their importance in 
the pantheon of Italian writers.   

They will be assessed with 
reading comprehension 

worksheets that resemble 
the reading 

comprehension section of 
the AP exam.  

The teacher will 
have to make up 
assessments in 

the AP format for 
each reading they 
chose.  You can 
give different 
readings to 

different students 
in order to speed 

up the 
assignment.  You 
can also allow the 

students to 
include the 

reading in their 
Reading 
Journals. 
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15. Visit the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art to see 
examples of the Italian artistic 
patrimony from Roman times 
to the present. 

7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

 Students will be able to see first 
hand the artistic legacy of Italy 
from ancient Roman times until 
the present.  They should be able 

to write about their favorite 
piece using notes they compiled 

at the museum.  When they 
return to class they will write 
about the piece in a timed, in-

class essay of 200 words. 

Students will be assessed 
on their ability to use 
their notes to write a 

timed, in-class essay about 
the piece they choose.  

This essay should be 200 
words with an 

introduction and 
conclusion. 

The teacher will 
have to decide 
whether to let 
students use a 
dictionary to 

write the essay.  
They will not be 
allowed to use a 

dictionary for the 
AP exam 

16. Learn to use relative pronouns 7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 

 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Students will be able to use 
relative pronouns correctly in 
their written work.  Students 

will complete traditional 
grammar exercises using 

relative pronouns.  The class will 
visit the site: About Italian.com 
for grammar explanations and 

workbook exercises. 

Students will take an on-
line quiz in the use of 

relative pronouns.  This 
quiz will use the format of 

the grammar section of 
the AP exam. 

It is necessary to 
acquaint students 
with the format 
of the AP exam.  
The grammar 

section is not easy 
and students 

from around the 
country do 

poorly on this 
section.  The 

teacher should 
use the AP 

format for all 
grammar 

assessments. 
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17. Understand how dangerous 
stereotypes are in human 
societies; how they develop 
and how they are perpetuated 
through the media 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Students will take a trip to Ellis 
Island to visit the exhibit on 

stereotypes.  They will take notes 
on what they see, especially in 
regards to Italian immigrants.  

When they return to school, they 
will take a virtual tour of Ellis 

Island to reinforce their 
understanding of the exhibit.  

They will then write a timed, in-
class essay about the dangers of 
stereotypes using their notes and 

citing from the exhibit. 

Students will be assessed 
on the accuracy of their 
writing and ideas and 

their ability to synthesize 
the material in their 

notes.  This essay should 
be a minimum of 200 

words and must include 
an introduction and an 

conclusion 

The teacher 
should use the AP 

rubric to assess 
all writing 

assignments so 
that the students 
become familiar 

with the 
requirements of 

the exam. 

18. Understand the issues and 
controversies facing present-
day Italians and Americans 
involving newcomers to Italy 
from outside the European 
Union 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

 Students will use the essay Vu’ 
Compra’ to gain understanding 

of the situation today in Italy 
with illegal immigrants.  They 

will use essays in Ponti and other 
sources.  They will read the 

essays for understanding and 
answer traditional reading 

comprehension questions on 
what they have read. 

Students will be assess for 
reading comprehension 

and their ability to read in 
a timed situation.  The 

assessment of their 
reading skills should be in 

the AP format. 

One of the most 
difficult tasks on 
the AP exam is to 

be able to read 
the selections in 

the Reading 
Comprehension 
section quickly.  
There are many 

readings and 
little time to read 

them all 
thoroughly.  The 
teacher needs to 
give the students 

strategies for 
completing this 
section of the 

exam. 
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19. Understand the structure of the 
Italian government; listen to 
and understand political 
discourse in Italian. 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Students should be able to watch 
a segment on the government 

Telegiornale and understand it.  
They should understand the 

structure of the Italian 
government and who is in 

charge of its different sections.  
They should be able to listen to a 
political speech and understand 

it.  There are speeches in 
Parliamo Italiano, Unita’ 12.  

Students should be able to listen, 
take notes, and answer questions 

about the speech in an 
assessment modeled after the 

Listening Comprehension of the 
AP Exam 

Students will be assessed 
on their ability to 

understand political 
speeches and dialogues 
and answer questions 
about what they have 

heard using worksheets 
prepared in the AP 

format. 

The teacher 
should time the 

students 
responses in 

order to simulate 
the AP Exam.  

The teacher can 
also use the 
speeches for 

rapid-fire 
questions to 
practice that 

section of the AP 
exam. 
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20. Create a presentation focusing 
on one aspect of Italian culture 
and Enumerate and provide 
research for the importance of 
Italian culture to Western 
Society 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Students will prepare a 
PowerPoint or Keynote 

presentation on one aspect of 
Italian culture that has 

contributed to Western Society.  
They will research their topic 
and present their findings in 

class.  Possible topics are: 
religion; art; architecture; 
philosophy; education, etc.  

Presentations can focus on an 
individual or an area 

Students will be assessed 
for accuracy of 

information; ability to 
make a coherent 

presentation; their 
written text; their 

delivery and 
pronunciation. 

This project can 
be time-

consuming if not 
managed 

properly but it is 
important 
because it 

includes all the 
skills measured 
by the AP exam.  

The teacher 
should follow up 
each presentation 

with rapid fire 
questions on the 
student’s topic in 
the format used 
on the AP exam. 

21. Understand the Italian 
educational system and 
compare and contrast their 
system to that of the United 
States 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Students will research study 
abroad programs in Italy 

sponsored by their college or 
another program.  They will 

compile a presentation for the 
class with requirements, costs 
and course offerings.  Students 

will learn the vocabulary 
associated with schools in Italy 

and use such sites as 
www.studenti.it for references 

Students will be assess on 
the authenticity of the 
information presented 

and the thoroughness of 
their presentation.  

Students will also be 
assessed for the 

grammatical accuracy of 
their writing and 

speaking. 

This assignment 
should 

incorporate 
reading, writing 

and speaking 
skills in the 

presentational 
mode. 

http://www.studenti.it/
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22. Students will become familiar 
with the work of Maria 
Montessori by listening to an 
audio recording and 
completing an aural 
comprehension assessment. 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Using Acquarello Italiano: Maria 
Montessori, students will review 

key vocabulary, then listen to 
the selection and then answer 

aural comprehension questions 
in the AP format 

Students will complete an 
aural comprehension 

assessment in AP format 
on the selection. 

The aural section 
of the AP exam is 
difficult for the 
untrained ear.  

That is why it is 
necessary to 

enhance students’ 
listening 

comprehension 
skills with 
authentic 

recordings 
23. Understand the influence of 

the Catholic Church on the 
development of the Italian 
identity and culture, both 
negative and positive.  Learn 
vocabulary associated with the 
church and its hierarchy. 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Students will compose lists of 
words relating to the church and 
other world religions.  They will 

determine which words are 
important enough to add to their 

lexicon.  Once students have 
compiled their lists they will 

look at photographs projected 
on the screen in the classroom to 

identify the persons or places. 

Students will be assessed 
on their acquisition of this 

specialized vocabulary 
with picture prompts and 

traditional vocabulary 
assessments in cloze  

These assessments can be 
administered on Moodle. 

It is important to 
note that Italian 

culture and 
language have 
many religious 
references and 
the vocabulary 
associated with 

the church 
cannot be 

omitted in any 
serious study of 

the language 
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24. Read excerpts from Beccaria 
and Mazzei and understand 
the connection between 
Mazzei and Thomas Jefferson. 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Students will learn key 
vocabulary in order to read 

short essays by Cesare Beccaria 
and Filippo Mazzei and write a 

150 word cultural essay 
comparing and contrasting the 

two essays 

Students will be assess on 
their ability to complete a 
timed reading task.  They 
will then write a timed, in-

class essay of 150 words 
comparing and 

contrasting the two essays 

This activity will 
give students 

practice in 
reading 

comprehension 
and timed 

writing, both 
segments of the 

AP Exam 
25. Watch excerpts from films to 

better understand the 
connection between the church 
and secular culture 
(Michelangelo and his 
dealings with Pope Julius; 
Galileo and the Inquisition); 

 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Students will watch excerpts 
from two films: The Agony and 

the Ecstasy and The Medici.  
They will then take notes on the 

relationship between 
Michelangelo and Pope Julius II 

and the troubles Galileo had 
with the Inquisition.  They 
should be able to compile 

vocabulary lists relevant to both 
topics.  In a timed, in-class essay 
of 200 words they will be able to 
choose from three topics to write 
an organized, coherent 200-word 

essay based on their notes 

There are at least three 
assessments here.  The 

first is the students ability 
to take notes on what they 
see and hear.  The teacher 

will prepare listening 
comprehension 

worksheets for each film 
clip.  The student will be 

assessed on his or her 
ability to compile a 

vocabulary list of words 
pertinent to the subject.  
The third, summative 

assessment is the in-class 
essay which will be 

graded using the AP 
rubric 

The teacher 
should encourage 

students to 
prepare outlines 
for their essays.  
Students should 
learn to make 

vocabulary lists 
before they begin 

to write.  The 
next step is to ask 

pertinent 
questions and 

this skill is 
modeled with the 

worksheets.  
Once students 

answer the 
questions, they 
can use them as 
an outline for 
their essay. 
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26. Use dialogues to synthesize 
vocabulary about universities 
and university life in Italy 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Students should be able to make 
a PowerPoint presentation based 

on dialogues from Parliamo 
Italiano; Ponti; and Living 

Language: Beyond the Basics in 
order to learn vocabulary about 
university life in Italy in context 

The presentations will be 
assessed for accuracy.  

Students must have 
visuals that go with the 

text—they must by 
relevant.  The 

presentation will also be 
assessed for the student’s 

ability to perform the 
dialogue with the visuals a 

background 

This activity will 
give students 

more specialize 
vocabulary.  The 
AP Exam usually 
tests students in 

contexts they 
understand. 

27. Listen to a radio broadcast 
about the controversy 
regarding U.S. military bases 
in Italy 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A Students should be able to 
compile a vocabulary list about 

military bases.  Students will 
then listen to a radio broadcast 
from Acquarello Italiano about 

the controversy of keeping 
American military bases in Italy.  
Students will be assessed with an 
aural comprehension worksheet 

in AP format. 

Students will be assessed 
on their ability to 

complete the aural 
comprehension questions 

in a timed situation. 

This activity is 
practice for the 
aural section of 
the AP Exam 

28. Listen to TV and radio 
broadcasts about 
agroeconomics and Italy’s role 
as a leader in food production 
(viniculture; olive oil 
production; dairy products, 
etc.) 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1 Students should be able to 
compile vocabulary list with 

words having to do with 
agriculture in Italy.  Students 
should be able to  watch news 
clips from the Telegiornale. 
Rai.it; on food production in 
Italy.  They should be able to 

take notes on the clip.  Students 
should be able to listen to a 
radio broadcast about food 
production in Italy and take 

notes on what they hear.  They 
should be able to complete an 
answer sheet in AP format on 
what they hear.  They should 

then be able to write a 150-word, 
timed, in-class cultural essay in 

AP format.  

Students will be assessed 
with various activities.  

They will be assessed on 
their ability to compile a 

complete list of 
vocabulary words 

pertinent to the topic.  
They will be assessed on 
their listening skills by 

answering questions 
based on the aural section 

of the AP Exam.  They 
will then be assessed on 
their ability to write a 

timed essay which will be 
graded with the AP rubric 

This activity 
gives students 
practice for 
various AP 

segments.  The 
teacher can also 
use this topic to 

practice the 
rapid-fire oral 

component to the 
exam. 
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29. Listen to TV and radio 
broadcasts about the fashion 
industry and Italy’s role as a 
leader in clothing design and 
production  

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1 Students should be able to 
compile vocabulary list with 
words having to do with the 

fashion industry in Italy.  
Students should be able to watch 
news clips from the Telegiornale. 
Rai.it; on the fashion industry in 

Italy.  They should be able to 
take notes on the clip.  Students 

should be able to listen to a 
radio broadcast about fashion 
design and production in Italy 
and take notes on what they 
hear.  They should be able to 

complete an answer sheet in AP 
format on what they hear.  They 

should then be able to write a 
150-word, timed, in-class 

cultural essay in AP format. 

Students will be assessed 
with various activities.  

They will be assessed on 
their ability to compile a 

complete list of 
vocabulary words 

pertinent to the topic.  
They will be assessed on 
their listening skills by 

answering questions 
based on the aural section 

of the AP Exam.  They 
will then be assessed on 
their ability to write a 

timed essay which will be 
graded with the AP rubric 

This activity 
gives students 
practice for 
various AP 

segments.  The 
teacher can also 
use this topic to 

practice the 
rapid-fire oral 

component to the 
exam. 

30. Listen to TV and radio 
broadcasts about the 
automotive industry and 
Italy’s role as a leader in the 
production of luxury 
automobiles and motorcycles 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1 Students should be able to 
compile vocabulary list with 
words having to do with cars 

and the automotive industry in 
Italy.  Students should be able to  

watch news clips from the 
Telegiornale. Rai.it; on the 

automotive industry in Italy.  
They should be able to take 
notes on the clip.  Students 
should be able to listen to a 

radio broadcast about 
automotive design in Italy and 
take notes on what they hear.  

They should be able to complete 
an answer sheet in AP format on 

what they hear.  They should 
then be able to write a 150-word, 
timed, in-class cultural essay in 

AP format. 

Students will be assessed 
with various activities.  

They will be assessed on 
their ability to compile a 

complete list of 
vocabulary words 

pertinent to the topic.  
They will be assessed on 
their listening skills by 

answering questions 
based on the aural section 

of the AP Exam.  They 
will then be assessed on 
their ability to write a 

timed essay which will be 
graded with the AP rubric 

This activity 
gives students 
practice for 
various AP 

segments.  The 
teacher can also 
use this topic to 

practice the 
rapid-fire oral 

component to the 
exam. 
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31. Use dialogues from Ponti, 
Parliamo Italiano and Living 
Language Beyond the Basics 
to prepare PowerPoint; 
Keynote or IMovie 
presentations about people and 
their cars.  The presentations 
must include vocabulary lists 
about cars and the visuals 
must aid the students in being 
able to recount a narrative 
about an incident with a car 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 

 

Students should be able to 
compile photographs or other 
visuals that will aid them in 

constructing a narrative based 
on an incident involving a car. 

Students will be assessed 
with various activities.  

They will be assessed on 
their ability to compile a 

complete list of 
vocabulary words 

pertinent to the topic.  
The will be assessed on 
their ability to retell the 

narrative using the photos 
as cues but with no script 

This is the most 
difficult task on 

the AP exam and 
it can be adjusted 

to address any 
topic. 

32. Choose an occupation or a 
field of study if they were a 
young person living in Italy. 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

 Students should be able to 
compile a list of occupations 
available in Italy and choose 

which occupation they would be 
interested in if they lived there. 

Students will be assessed 
with various activities.  

They will be assessed on 
their ability to compile a 

complete list of 
vocabulary words 

pertinent to the topic.  
They will be assessed on 
their listening skills by 

answering questions 
based on the aural section 

of the AP Exam.  They 
will then be assessed on 
their ability to write a 

timed essay which will be 
graded with the AP rubric 

This activity 
gives students 
practice for 
various AP 

segments.  The 
teacher can also 
use this topic to 

practice the 
rapid-fire oral 

component to the 
exam. 

33. Prepare a final presentaion on 
PowerPoint; Keynote or 
iMovie on the topic: Why 
should you study Italian? 

7.1.A. 
7.1.B. 
7.1.C. 
7.2.A. 
7.2.B. 
7.2.C. 

8.1.A 
8.1.B 
8.1.C 

Students should be able to 
designe a presentation that will 
showcase all they have learned 

and everything that has 
fascinated them about the study 
of Italy and the Italian language.  

They should be able to use a 
variety of vocabulary; they 
should be able to create a 

written script based on their 
research; they must be able to 

present with near native fluency 
and accuracy 

Students will be assessed 
on the quality of their 
research; the accuracy 

and quality of their 
written material; the 

range of their vocabulary; 
the precision, ease and 

fluency of their oral 
presentation 

This instrument 
an be used as the 

final exam for 
this course. 
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APPENDIX  B 
 


	PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS
	A
	COURSE OUTLINE
	FOR
	Advanced Placement ITALIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
	FOR
	1. MISSION STATEMENT

	RATIONALE
	GENERAL GOALS
	The students will:
	Prepare to take the Advanced Placement Exam in Italian Language and Culture and achieve a score of Three, Four or Five, which represent the average, above average and excellent ratings for first-year college students taking an equivalent course of stu...
	Review and perfect their ability to read, write and, most importantly, to comfortably converse in Italian at the level of a first-year college student studying Italian in an American college or university;
	Become knowledgeable about the history of Italy and its rich contribution to western culture.  They will study the history of Italy, concentrating on the prominent cities associated with each time period;
	Read reviews, appreciate museums, understand the importance of culture to the Italian economy and society and the importance of the Italian cultural patrimony to the rest of the world; plan itineraries, recount narratives; appreciate Italian literatur...
	Write 200-word essays in a timed situation without a dictionary;
	Write a 150-word essay on a cultural topic in a timed situation without the aid of a dictionary;
	Master all verb tenses of regular verbs by recognizing patterns of conjugation and become familiar with patterns governing irregular verbs;
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	Read academic texts on a college level without difficulty and without the aid of a dictionary;
	Summarize texts they have read.

	The course will provide opportunities for students to use actual and authentic texts via the Internet. Students will take a trip to the New York Metropolitan Museum in December to survey Italian art from the Romans to the Renaissance.  Students will i...
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